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TOWN INFORMATION 
www.alsteadnh.org  

 
SELECT BOARD   835-2986 Fax: 835-2178 
Charlotte Comeau, Office Administrator  Email: charlottecomeau@alsteadnh.org 
Monday, Tuesday & Thursday: 8:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. Wednesday: 8:00 - 9:00 a.m. 
MEETINGS: every other Tuesday at 6:00 p.m. unless otherwise posted (check website) 
 
TOWN CLERK/TAX COLLECTOR  835-2242 Fax: 835-2178 
Julie Bacon, Town Clerk/Tax Collector - Merrilee Frable Deputy Town Clerk/Tax Collector 
Email: jbacon@alsteadnh.org - alsteaddeputy@alsteadnh.org 
Monday & Thursday 8:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.   Tuesday 1:00 - 7:00 p.m.   Wednesday: 8:00 - 9:00 a.m. 
 
HIGHWAY GARAGE    835-2428 Cell 209-3899 
Prescott Trafton, Road Agent  Email: prescotttrafton@comcast.net 
 
TRANSFER STATION   835-2425 
Jodi Kercewich, Transfer Station Supervisor 
Wednesday and Saturday 7:30 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. 
 
AMBULANCE/RESCUE SQUAD  Non-emergency     852-4144 
Jesse Moore, Ambulance Chief Email: alsteadambulance1ac1@gmail.com  
MEETINGS: third Wednesday of the month at 6:30 p.m. 
 
FIRE DEPARTMENT   Non-emergency     835-6088 
Kim Kercewich, Fire Chief 
MEETINGS: second Monday of the month at 7:00 p.m. 
 
POLICE DEPARTMENT  Non-emergency     835-6277       Fax: 835-5546  
Stephen Murrell, Police Chief  www.alsteadpolice.com 
 
HEALTH OFFICER 
Michael Jasmin  209-4068 
Assistant Health Officer: Randall Rhoades       835-9018 evenings 
 
CONSERVATION COMMISSION  
MEETINGS: first Wednesday of the month at 5:00 p.m. at the Town Offices 
 
PLANNING BOARD  
Melanie Marsden Email: alstead.pb-zba@comcast.net 
MEETINGS: second Monday of the month at 7:00 p.m. 
 
ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT  
Melanie Marsden Email: alstead.pb-zba@comcast.net 
MEETINGS: first Monday of the month at 7:30 p.m. 
 
HISTORICAL SOCIETY  835-6751 
Bruce Bellows 
 
SHEDD-PORTER MEMORIAL LIBRARY       835-6661   
Alyson Montgomery, Librarian      Email: librarian@sheddporter.org         www.sheddporter.org  
Tuesday 2:00ï5:00 p.m. Wednesday & Friday 11:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m.  Thursday 11:00 a.m.-7:00 p.m.   
Saturday 9:00 - Noon 
 
EMERGENCY PHONE NUMBERS 
Police, Ambulance and Fire ï 911, 24-hour dispatch 355 -2000 

http://www.alsteadpolice.com/
mailto:librarian@sheddporter.org
http://www.sheddporter.org/


 
 

 

 

 

DEDICATION 
 

ERWIN WARD 
Alsteadôs First Chief of Police 

 
   
 

   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
        
 

 
 
 

  

A lifetime of service to his community and country began 
for Erwin Ward when he served in the U.S. Air Force after 
graduating Vilas High School. Within a few years of being 
honorably discharged, Ward was elected as a Constable 
for the Town of Alstead, which later became an appointed 
position as Chief of Police, with the first Police Station 
being an area in his own home. In addition to holding a 
full-time job and helping his wife Miriam raise their 
children, Erwin worked as an Auxiliary State Trooper, a 
NH Boat Inspector and a Hunter Safety Instructor. After 
ñretiringò from his security job at Fellows Gear Shaper, he 
was a deputy for the Cheshire County Sheriffôs 
Department, leaving that job in 1998.  

Despite being off the beaten path, the Town of Alstead has had more than its share of excitement 
and high-profile cases during Erwin Wardôs time as Constable and Chief of Police. Besides 
capturing an escaped criminal, pulling over a former Manson Family member for a traffic violation, 
and busting up a car theft ring, Erwin Ward sniffed out the second largest pot bust in New 
Hampshire history. In another law enforcement role, as a NH Boat Patrol Inspector, he utilized his 
newfound skills in CPR to save a drowning boy from Lake Spofford. Chief Ward seemed to have an 
uncanny knack for being in the right place at the right time, which could either be credited to astute 
police work, dumb luck, common sense or a combination of all three; no matter the circumstances 
that brought him to that point, he never hesitated to leap into action. Even up until only a few 
months before he passed, Chief Ward made sure that the department knew he was available to 
respond, should the need arise!  
 
During his 43-year tenure as Chief of Police for Alstead, Ward expanded the department; initially by 
increasing his own training and purchasing the first town cruiser, then ultimately facilitating a station 
and hiring the townôs first full-time officer. His decades in Alstead as the lone police presence gave 
many long-time residents memories that have made them smile and cringe, yet no one can deny 
the sense of duty and obligation that made ñBig Erò legendary. His death this past April has left a 
giant void in Alstead that is matched only by the legacy of the man who started it all and spent 
virtually a lifetime dedicated to the community he loved.   
 
Thank you to the entire Ward family, especially Mim, for all they sacrificed as they supported Erwin 
during his incredible career. We know he is still watching over our town, as Chief Ward will always 
be on duty.  
 
R.I.P. Chief and thank you for your service 



 
 

 

 

DEDICATION 
 

PETER KOSEN 
 

 
Service above self. Those three words exemplify Peter Koson. Born in 
Walpole, Peter was a life-long resident of Cheshire County, he and his 
family moved to Alstead in 1974 and resided here for the next 45 of his 
79 years. His service to the community and her people knew no 
bounds; they included everything from working with the youth to being 
there when his neighbors needed help.  

 
Combined with his love of sports, Peter coached the Vilas Girls 
Basketball team. One of his prized possessions was the team ball 
signed by all of the players. Also, his love of children led him to portray 
Santa at one point.  His passion for history and conservation led him to 
help write the zoning code for Alstead Center, he was instrumental in 
the purchase of the property on Bragg Lane for safe keeping until the 
town could take it over. When the Warren Lake dam was found to be defective, he headed the 
committee to solicit private funding for repairs--he was on the Alstead Ambulance Committee--the list 
is endless. 

 
Peter was a hunter and fisherman, he ran a successful business, he had a beautiful family and with 
all of that he had the compassion to care for his neighbors. That load of hay that needed to be 
gathered before the storm arrived, that driveway that needed plowing because of equipment failure, 
the lawn belonging to the new folks on the block that needed mowing before their machine arrived.   
 
All of these attributes made up the man we knew as Peter D. Koson, someone who truly believed in 
óservice above selfô. He quietly left a legacy that speaks volumes. He shall be missed, yet he shall be 
remembered. 

 
 



 
 

 

 

TOWN OFFICIALS AND COMMITTEES 
 

 

Rock Wilson Select Board Term Ends 2021 

Mary Ann Wolf Select Board  Term Ends 2022 

Joseph Levesque Select Board Term Ends 2023 

 

Susan Norlander Moderator Term Ends 2022 

Matthew Saxton Assistant Moderator Term Ends 2022 

 

Julie Bacon Town Clerk/Tax Collector Term Ends 2021 

Merrilee Frable Dep. Town Clerk/Tax Coll Term Ends 2021 

 

Hans Waldmann Treasurer Term Ends 2023 

 

Prescott Trafton Director of Public Works Appointed 

Steve Murrell Police Chief Appointed 

Kim Kercewich Fire Chief Appointed 

Kim Kercewich Forest Fire Warden Appointed 

Steven Reynolds Emergency Mgt. Director 
Management 

Appointed 

Position Open Asst. Emergency Mgmt. Appointed 

Jesse Moore Ambulance Chief Appointed 

Alyson Montgomery Librarian Appointed 

Allan Kauders Zoning Officer Appointed 

Michael Jasmin Health Officer Appointed 

Randall Rhoades Asst. Health Officer Appointed 

 

Bruce Bellows Trustee of Trust Funds Term Ends 2021 

Jodi Kercewich Trustee of Trust Funds Term Ends 2022 

Ellen Chase Trustee of Trust Funds Term Ends 2023 

 

Susan Norlander, Asst. Chair Library Trustee                                                               Term Ends 2021 

Carol Reller, Clerk Library Trustee Term Ends 2022 

Matthew Saxton, Chair Library Trustee Term Ends 2022 

Karn McShane, Treasurer Library Trustee Term Ends 2023 

Kathy Torrey Library Trustee Term Ends 2023 

Joseph Levesque Alternate  

   

Penny Gendron Supervisor of Checklist Term Ends 2022 

Barbara (Bobbie) Wilson 
Erin Heidorn 

Supervisor of Checklist 
Supervisor of Checklist 

Term Ends 2023 
Term Ends 2024 Erin Heidorn Supervisor of Checklist Term Ends 2024 

 
 

J Term Ends 2024 



 

 

TOWN OFFICIALS AND COMMITTEES - continued  
 

 

   
Inspector of Elections - Terms Ends 2022  

 

M. Christian Hansen Joseph Levesque         Anton Elbers 

Marge Noonan Ellen Chase Michael Jasmin 

Joanne Wildes Louis LeMay         Holly Gay 

 

Joyce Curll Planning Board Term Ends 2021 

Matt Saxton Planning Board Term Ends 2021 

David Konesko Planning Board Term Ends 2022 

Justin Falango Planning Board Term Ends 2022 

Mary Ann Wolf, Selectwoman Ex-Officio Member  

Randy Rhoades Alternate Member Term Ends 2022 

Chris Reitmann Planning Board Term Ends 2023 

Gordon Kemp Planning Board Term Ends 2023 

Peter Rhoades Planning Board Term Ends 2023 
  

Joseph H. Cartwright Zoning Board of 
Adjustment 

Term Ends 2021 

Kevin Clark Zoning Board of 
Adjustment 

Term Ends 2021 

David Konesko Alternate Term Ends 2021 

Joseph Levesque Zoning Board of 
Adjustment 

Term Ends 2022 

Dennis Molesky Zoning Board of 
Adjustment 

Term Ends 2022 

Michael Rau Zoning Board of                                    Term Ends 2022 

 

Donna Sabin Conservation Commission Term Ends 2021 

John Mann Alternate  Term Ends 2021 

Sarah Webb Conservation Commission Term Ends 2021 

Joyce Curll Alternate Term Ends 2021 

Joyce Campbell-Counts Conservation Term Ends 2022 

David Moody Conservation Term Ends 2023 

Nancy Montgomery Conservation Commission Term Ends 2023 

 

Bruce Bellows Cemetery Commission Term Ends 2021 

Jodi Kercewich Cemetery Commission Term Ends 2022 

Ellen Chase Cemetery Commission Term Ends 2023 
 
 
 

   

Joseph Levesque                            School Board Member               Term Ends 2022 
                                                                                                                   Alstead Rep. FMRSD 



 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

James A Tufts ñTuffyò speaking at dedication of Shedd-Porter Library with his Father.  
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Tim Tufts at store


