
Alstead Advisory Budget Committee 4th Quarterly Report, December 2015 

 

You have probably heard that Alstead’s tax rate has gone up (from $23.80 to $26.53 per $1000 

of assessed value).  And, for most residents, our December tax bill was less than our June tax 

bill. This may seem confusing until you factor in the following: 

1. Alstead had a town-wide reevaluation which resulted in an 8% reduction in the town’s 

total evaluation. This does not mean that each individual property went down this much. 

Some went down more, some less. Some even went up.  

2. As mentioned in AABC’s 3rd quarterly report, “When assessed values rise, the tax rate 

drops.  When assessed values fall, the tax rate rises.  Each taxpayer’s share of town 

expenses remains approximately the same.”   

3. Property taxes in 2015 are less than they were in 2014. Many of the 2015 warrant articles 

were paid for by the fund balance. The amount we needed to raise by new taxes was less 

in 2015 than in 2014. 

 

If this is difficult to understand, we encourage you to participate in the financial running of your 

town.  You can do this by: 

 Attending the Board of Selectmen meetings every Tuesday night at 6:30 p.m. at the 

Town Offices.  

 Attending the Alstead Advisory Budget Committee meetings every Wednesday at 6:30 

p.m.  

 Attending the Official Budget Hearing on January 12th at 6:30 pm at the Town Hall/Fire 

Station.  Historically, this meeting attracts few residents, but those who attend may advise 

the Selectmen to modify the annual budget before it is presented at the Deliberative 

Session. 

 Attending the Deliberative Session on Saturday, February 6th at 10:00 in the Vilas 

Gymnasium.  This is where the proposed budget is finalized by majority vote of those 

who attend.  For the last two years, residents have brought a covered dish to share at the 

lunch break. 

 Reading the mailing sent by the Board of Selectmen before Balloting Day regarding 

warrant articles. 

 Picking up a copy of the Town Report which will be available mid to late February at 

the town offices.  (Please note: to save money, Town Reports are no longer mailed to 

each household.) 

 Getting out and voting on Balloting Day, Tuesday March 8th, 8 a.m. to 7:00 p.m. at the 

Town Hall/Fire Station. 

The Alstead Advisory Budget Committee is comprised of volunteers who provide an independent 
perspective on our town’s budgeting process, as well as offering our budget recommendations to Alstead 
voters and the Alstead Selectmen. Residents are welcome (and encouraged) to attend.  

 

 

 

 

 



DATES to REMEMBER 

Official Budget Hearing – Tuesday, January 12th at 6:30 pm at the Town Hall/Fire Station 

Deliberative Session - Saturday, February 6th at 10:00 in the Vilas Gymnasium 

Balloting Day -  Tuesday March 8th, 8 a.m. to 7:00 p.m. at the Town Hall/Fire Station 

Please remember to pick up your copy of the TOWN REPORT 

at the town offices before Balloting Day.  To save money, town reports 

are no longer mailed. 


