
Alstead Board of Selectmen      July 12, 2016 
Meeting Minutes 
 
 
The Alstead Board of selectmen met in open session on Tuesday July 12, 2016 at 6:30 pm at the 
municipal offices. Chairman, Chris Rietmann called the meeting to order at 6:30. Selectmen Tim Noonan 
led the pledge of allegiance. The minutes were edited and approved.  
 
Guest speakers were Bruce Montgomery, Joyce Curll and Bob Quaglin. On behalf of the Lake Warren 
Association they feel strongly against the spreading of calcium chloride on Pine Cliff Rd to reduce dust 
control.  They went on to explain it was not safe for the aquatic life and plants. They would prefer if the 
town choose an environmentally friendlier option approved by the EPA.  The product they found is 
called Dust Out.  Further cost evaluation and product research needs to be done to move ahead at this 
time. Joyce Curll is going to check with DES and the consultant for different options.  The BOS asked 
David if he provide them with a paving quote. He agreed.  
 
 The 822 Gilsum Mine Property sold on municibid for $35,660.00.  The selectmen moved to accept the 
winning bid. Chris addressed two concerns he had received. One was about the mineral rights on this 
property and the other was suspicious buyers. The property was sold with “as is” with no warranties. As 
far as the suspicious buyers, it was explained if a bidder sets a maximum bid the online auction will 
automatically change the previous bid if the reserve wasn’t met yet.  
 
John Mann shared he is interested in looking into the Liberty Mutual Lighting Efficiency Program for the 
Town. Chris asked if he could provide what the savings to the Town would be and how much the 
maintenance costs would be.  
 
Highway Department Head, David Crosby reported they have completed all of the paving and are 
finished hauling sand and gravel. This coming week they will start putting in culverts followed by 
maintenance work and ditching in the upcoming weeks. The part time wages were discussed and David 
asked for more money in the budget line. Part Time overtime was discussed and the selectmen has 
asked David for prior approval before he allows any part time overtime. David explained this is difficult 
during back to back snow storms. The selectmen asked David to call any one of them at any time for 
their permission.  
 
Chris Hansen reported the Transfer Station committee is still reviewing reports and working on a 
spreadsheet. The question was brought up about transfer station stickers. David responded there are 
stickers available at the transfer station.  
 
Carol Reller reported that once the budget season starts all department heads and the select board plan 
to work together to improve communication and department needs.  
 
Fire Department Chief Kim Kercewich reported there hasn’t been as many forest fire calls, but stated we 
are in a drought. The call volume is back to normal at 10-12 calls per month. Kim shared there are grants 
available out there but because the town isn’t NIMS compliance we do not meet the criteria to apply for 
some of these grants. Tim asked about the fire alarm systems. Kim explained that dispatch would cover 
the fire station free of charge but the town barn would not be covered. After much discussion it was 
decided that the additional mounting costs would come out of unassigned fund balance. Tim Noonan 



made a motion that $6,000 would come out of unassigned fund balance per Article 3, to mount 
equipment, Rock Wilson seconded. Motion passed unanimously.  
 
The forest fire bills are not all in yet. 
 
Champion Door provided a quote for the overhead door at the fire station. It was reviewed by the 
selectmen and Kim Kercewich. The quote was $19,584.05. There are several different options the select 
board need to decide on before agreeing to this quote.  
 
Bobbie reported Vilas Pool Day was a success. The swimming has gone over well.  The electrical has 
been updated in the snack shack, one hot water tank and one exhaust fan were installed, and two water 
storage tanks were also added.  A dry hydrant was installed. 
 
Tim asked what was happening with the Wilson property. Kelly explained there are family members who 
will be paying on back taxes and fixing up the property. The selectmen would like them to come to the 
next meeting.  
 
Rock Wilson made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 9:05, Chris seconded, motion passed. Meeting 
adjourned.  
 
Respectfully submitted, 

 
Kelly N Wright  
 
  
  


